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Safeguarding Children Training
Guidance for Referees ~ Using A guide

It has come to our attention that checksheets are being completed by referees
without seeing the contents of the CD rom. Consequently referees are not gaining
the understanding they require to answer the questions and ultimately receive a
certificate.

The following notes are provided to assist you and the participants using A guide , to
successfully use this method of Safeguarding Children training.

The CD rom

A CD rom must be made available to the participant. It should be made clear to them
that this is an integral part of the training and that it must be watched prior to their
completion of the check-sheets. This audio/visual aid provides a lot of information and
guidance in relation to Safeguarding children and young people, and this knowledge is
vital in assisting with the successful completion of the check-sheets.

The checksheets

Please ensure that sufficient time is given to allow the completion of the checksheets.
Participants will need to consider the question or scenario and be able to give it sufficient
reflection before making a decision on the answer. It may be that some participants feel
the need to observe the CD rom more than once to understand some of the key
messages.

Safeguarding children training should help adults and young people to understand what
is best practice for all roles in football, not just their own. Therefore when completing the
check-sheets, participants should consider the scenarios from the perspective of all
roles in football and not simply their own role — e.g. some may be applicable to a coach,
some to a referee etc.

Young match officials (U18)

It is excellent to see significant numbers of young match officials coming through
training, and completing A guide as part of this process. Please ensure you remind them
that some of the scenarios will cover adult actions, for example transporting children -
which they would not currently be in the position to do, they should view these from the
perspective of whether the scenario is best practice for an adult.

Mentoring

On occasions, participants may be unsuccessful with their submission of the completed
checksheet. This may be due to some of the answers given to the scenarios would not
be the correct action to take, or some of their answers may indicate that they do not
have the correct understanding of that issue. In these instances, the participant will
receive a copy of their checksheet with the incorrect areas highlighted, and an offer to
access mentoring support via telephone or email. This is a very simple and
straightforward process which is of great benefit to the participant in understanding the
correct key messages. Please encourage use of the mentoring service to ensure a
speedy accreditation.



