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THE CROYDON RAY
New season, plus the web version on top of the one in the envelope.  As 
usual, your Editor, Chris Ducklin will be always on the lookout for interesting 
and suitable articles from members. Why not ease his problems by penning 
a few lines to share with your colleagues? 

Deadline for the September RAY Sunday 26th August.

WEBSITE
The website continues along, although there aren’t many updates over the 
summer break, the latest being selected photos from the Budapest Trip, the 
address as usual is: www.croydonreferees.org.uk 

FROM THE PRESIDENT
I trust that in spite of the rain you are all enjoying the summer break but looking forward to meeting new challenges 
next season. Les has been busy ON YOUR BEHALF  arranging speakers and I ask you to support his endeavours 
by attending the monthly meetings. If you do you are bound to be a better referee by listening to those speakers and 
by talking over any doubts or problems with your senior colleagues. Please make a pledge to yourself that the first 
Thursday in the month is committed to that attendance.
Another point is that your renewal form and subscription should have been sent to our Treasurer early in April. To 
delay until September (--- or later!!!) is unfair to your colleagues who do pay up on time.
Enjoy the rest of the Summer , see you in September!     

Dave Gowers

Note the deliberately avoidance of the word friendly as many players do not 
know the meaning of it!! The FA have laid down criteria for non-competitive 
matches to ensure horses for courses on such fixtures in order that officials 
have the experience and hopefully ability to control such games taking into 
account the level of the more senior club.

It does have the advantage of avoiding a situation which existed a few 
years ago where one referee who was lining on the Suburban League 
refereed all of an Isthmian League club's pre-season friendlies.

We will doubtless be asked to help out with the appointment of officials to 
such games - I need to know who is going to be available and when. Please 
bear in mind that the Combined Counties fixtures start on 11th August -
other senior leagues a week later.

It will get you back into the swing, you will learn from working with neutral 
officials (good habits and bad!!) and you will build up your stamina for when 
competitive football starts in August/September!!

Very few pre-season challenges match details to hand at this point but even 
fewer officials who have contacted me about doing them - I am not going to 
chase up clubs asking to cover the games if I do not have referees willing to 
do them in the first instance!

On the pre-season games front, if you are interested in doing any games, 
particularly any L4s, then please contact me as I am co-ordinating the 
appointments for Croydon Society, Contact details on the back of the 
newsletter. Please provide the following details: names, addresses, emails, 
tel. Nos. (home, business, mobile), county nos, classifications and 
competitions officiated on so that he can appoint appropriately, fees are to 
be announced.

The annual retention and 
recruitment drive will take place 
in the next few weeks - to help this 
exercise, do you know of any 
colleagues who have reaffiliated but 
are not members of any Referees 
Society? Please extol the virtues of 
membership and help us to help 
them to help the game at its 
grassroots.

The more members that we can 
attract, the more we can get a 
consistent message across to 
officials and be singing from the 
same song sheet. Long term, it will 
help all involved. Please pass on 
colleagues details so that we can 
contact them with the summer 
newsletter and possibly also the 
first Ray of the new season when I 
believe that the Rev Nigel Sands 
will be in attendance.

The Newsletter and the 
September RAY will be sent to 
those from last years 
membership, any members who 
have not rejoined will then not 
receive further copies of the RAY

FROM THE EDITOR by Chris Ducklin

PRE SEASON MATCHES  By Steve Tyler MEMBERSHIP

Members’ Meetings …. Dates

6 September 
4 October
1 November
6 December Christmas Quiz
3 January
7 February
6 March
3 April
8 May AGM

DIARY DATES 
Future Members Meetings & Events



YOUR COMMITTEE
Following the AGM and subsequent Management Committee meeting your Committee for 2007-8 is as follows:

Les Johnstone, Hon. Secretary, 7 Bute Road, Croydon, Surrey CR0 3RT Tel: (020) 8688 0146

Home Mobile E-mail

President - Dave Gowers (020) 8668 4300 dgowers@ukonline.co.uk 

Immediate Past President - Ray Mallery 01883 347186 07966 404147 raymond.mallery@talk21.com

Chairman/Retention Secretary - Steve Tyler (020) 8657 5291 07796 554350 tyler672@aol.com

Vice-Chairman - Andy Day 01737 553803 andrew.day9@btopenworld.com

Secretary - Les Johnstone  (020) 8688 0146 07915 060618 les852075@btinternet.com

Treasurer - Peter Gauntlett (020) 8653 4269

Assistant Secretary - Steve Briffitt 07941 916759 stevebriffitt@hotmail.com

Training Officer - Vacant

Mentor Co-ordinator & Development - Roger Dunning (020) 8656 8284 rogerd2@btinternet.com

Membership Officer - Steve Maguire 020 8656 6420 07808 481278 stephenj.maguire@btopenworld.com

Social Secretary - Steve Briffitt

Editor of the Ray/Web/Press Officer - Chris Ducklin * (020) 8655 3952 07760 205182 chris@pastitnotes.freeserve.co.uk

Supplies Officer - Gareth Mays * 01372 744094 07906 623350 gwmays@btinternet.com

Football Manager - Dave Roper* (020) 8654 5510 07958 720588 roperdh@tiscali.co.uk

Minuting Secretary - Chris Ducklin * As Editor

RA Delegates - David Broadway * (020) 8657 0741 07932 193962 dbroadway@btinternet.com

- Chris Ducklin * * Co-opted
    
                                       

The Surrey County FA have 
forwarded a list of officials who, due 
to instructions from Soho Square, 
cannot re-affiliate to officiate this 
coming season. The reason is that 
they have completed neither the 
CRB (Criminal records Bureau) 
check nor done the CPT package 
(Child Protection).

Obviously, many referees have and 
are set up for the forthcoming 
season - but are you one of those 
who has fallen through the net?

If you want to re-affiliate to referee 
organised football next season but 
have been told you can't, get on to 
your County FA immediately - for 
most members it will be Surrey 
whose telephone number is 01372 
373543.  League officials have 
been told that they cannot use 
referees who haven't done the 
courses - especially youth 
competitions at which CPT is 
mainly aimed.

So give the coming generations the 
chance to enjoy the game

TRAINING & CRB 
As a member of the Croydon Referees Society you benefit from all the 
Society has to offer, there are monthly meetings, guest speakers, trips 
abroad etc, etc the list goes on However one of the most important areas in 
being a member is comradeship, knowing that you have a fellow colleague 
you can talk to in your hour of need.

The subject matter is important to you but having that someone you know 
and trust is vital, that someone who is there for you.  There have been 
some major changes in the way new recruits are to be trained and your 
Society needs your help.

One stage of the new referees training is a requirement to officiate six 11-a-
side matches; these matches will be the first time the new referee has taken 
charge of a match.

Where do I come in one asks? Your Society needs volunteers to attend a 
match with a new referee on two of these six matches to offer support, to be 
there for them, to be a BUDDY. Can you free up some time for just one 
match? It could be as easy as one hour on a Saturday morning.

We all know what a daunting experience your first match can be and to 
have someone who is there for you will be a great comfort. Your presence 
would be invaluable to the new referee and a few complimentary words 
would surely give their confidence a boost and help overcome those first 
fears and doubts. This is where we lose so many referees.
Let’s give them a good start to their refereeing career.

Being a Buddy is not the same as the role of a Mentor, you would only need 
to be there for the match in question and confirm your attendance to the 
Mentor Co-Ordinator.

Just think if every member offered to be a Buddy for one match we could 
ensure that every newcomer this season would be buddied on two 
occasions?

If you are UNABLE to offer your services as a Buddy could you advise 
Roger Dunning. Otherwise expect a call from Roger sometime during the 
season.

FA Diaries and Loaves, email Steve 
Tyler with the orders - diaries will be 
around £4.50, LOAFs around £2.50 
depending on what we are being 
charged.

DEVELOPMENT by Roger Dunning

SUPPLIES


